Ruhl & Co. GmbH, based in Wetzlar, Germany is an electroplating enterprise, employing 32

Electroplating
enterprise makes
Impressive savings

people. Electroplating is the process of coating one metal with another (using electrical char-
ges and metal ion solutions) to bestow speci ¢ qualities, such as rust and wear resistance.
Ruhl & Co. undertake this process in eight automatic treatment plants, with all necessary
metal pre- and post-treatments. Their customer base ranges from mechanical engineering

to automotive applications.

Through the REMake voucher
we received professional help in
nding where we were losing re-
cources. This allowed us to react
and make positive changes to
save materials and money. Due
to REMake, resource ef ciency has
become a solid component of our
long-term planning.

Frank Benner CEO, Ruhl & Co.

Electroplating is a resource intensive industry, and each
year Ruhl & Co. treats around 2.4 billion metal parts, using
450 tonnes of chemicals, 80 tonnes of metals, and 7,500m3
of water, making resource use a large part of company ex-
penditure.

REMake-Recycling and resource ef ciency in manu-
facturing The REMake project enables manufacturing SMEs
to tap into the potential that recycling and resource ef cien-
cy can offer in an easy, tailor-made way. With the support of
REMake experts, companies can assess their savings poten-
tial and can discover in a simple, hands-on manner how ma-
terial ef ciency measures and life-cycle approaches increase
their pro tability.

demea-German Material Ef ciency Agency
In Germany, the scheme is run by the German Material Ef ciency Agency (Deutsche Materi-
alef zienzagentur - demea). A two stage voucher allows for an experienced consultant se-

lected from a demea vetted pool to complete a questionnaire, assessing material ef ciency.
After completion, the expert can print out a voucher to tackle ef ciency problems.
Vouchers come in two different funding rates covering 67% of consultancy

fees up to 15,000 or 50% up to 30,000.

www.ecomanufacturing.eu







